CHAPTER  XVI

FATHER   JOVE   AND   MOTHER   VESTA

THE reader may remember that the preceding account of the similarity
fire-customs  of   the   Herero  was  introduced for  the  sake *?ftvleen

the nre-

of comparison with the Latin worship of Vesta. The points customs of
of similarity between the two will now be indicated. In the and tLe
first place we have seen reason to hold that the ever-burning ancient
Vestal fire at Rome was merely a survival of the fire on
the king's hearth. So among the Herero the sacred fire
of the village is the chiefs fire, which is kept burning or
smouldering in his house by day and by night. In Rome,
as in Hereroland, the extinction of the fire was regarded as
an evil omen, which had to be expiated by sacrifices,1 and
new fire was procured in primitive fashion by twirling the
point of one stick in the hole of another. The Roman
fire was fed with the wood of the sacred oak tree, just as the
African fire is kindled with the wood of the sacred omum-
borombonga tree. Beside both were kept the images of the
ancestors, the Lares at Rome, the ozondume in Herero-
land. The king's house which sheltered the fire and the
images was originally in Italy what the chiefs hut still is
in Hereroland, a circular hut of osiers, not as ancient
dreamers thought, because the earth is round,2 nor yet
because a circle is the symbol of rest, but simply because
it is both easier and cheaper to build a round hut than a
square.8

1  Livy, xxviii.   n. 6 sq.\ Dionysius         s Dudley Kidd, The Essential Kafir%
Halicarnasensis,   Antiqui**   Rom*   ii.      pp.  11 sq.    On  the diffusion of the
67. 5.                                                     round hut in Africa Sir H. H. John-

2  Ovid, Fasti) vi. 265^^.; Festus,     ston   says:    "The  original   form  of
p. 262, ed. C. 6. Mliller.                        house throughout all   British Central
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